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Calendar

Notices

Thank You & 
Good Luck!

20th May @7pm
Leaving Cert 
Graduation Mass.

21st May
Summer Tests

26th May
TY Graduation

9th June 
Leaving Cert Exams

Get well soon Mr. Butler

To all the student 
teachers that worked 
in our school during the 
year.

Message from the Principal

We are nearing the end of another school year, a school year which 
was different in many ways from the norm with online classes, zoom 
meetings and mask wearing. It was a challenging year for the entire 
school community but through the dedication and commitment of 
parents, students and staff, we have safely arrived at this point. We 
owe huge gratitude to the parents, staff, students and our Board 
of Management here in Coláiste Éamann for their endless efforts 
and assistance in safely implementing and following the Covid 19 
procedures. The students must be complimented for the manner in 
which they took on board the many new rules and Covid protocols 
presented to them on returning to school in September 2020. Such 
compliance and goodwill from the students created a positive learning 
environment where everyone felt safe and despite the restrictions 
were able to maximise and achieve their potential.

We are privileged to have such hard working staff here in Coláiste 
Éamann Rís and for this we are especially grateful. We commend our 
teachers for their dedication, adaptability and inventiveness during 
the period of online learning. Many outstanding successes have 
happened. here throughout this school year. We are so proud of all 
our students who have actively participated in extra and co- activities 
and have done the school proud at National and All Ireland level. To 
be All Ireland Winners in the Money Smart competition, the Student 
Enterprise All Ireland and The Young Economists to name just a few is 
an outstanding achievement for all of us here in Coláiste Éamann Rís. 
These fantastic achievements are testament to the high standard of 
teaching and learning instilled in our students by our teaching and 
auxiliary staff and for this, we must acknowledge the efforts of all staff 
who place the student at the centre of all we do here in Coláiste 
Éamann Rís.

On behalf of the Board of Management and staff of Coláiste Éamann 
Rís, I would like to wish the Leaving certificate Class of 20’21 the very 
best of luck in their Leaving Certificate. The next chapter of your life 
is about to begin and you can rest assured the skills of resilience and 
adaptability that you have developed during this challenging year will 
stand to you and set you up for life. We wish you the very best of luck 
in whatever path you choose to follow and we thank you for being a 
great class. Remember, we will always be here in Coláiste Éamann Rís 
if we can be of any help to you along the way. To the remainder of the 
school we wish you all a very happy and healthy summer break and 
we look forward to welcoming you back safe and well in September.
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3rd Year Students 

Our 3rd year students taking a break from the books and enjoying a Fairtrade Coffee and Tea 
Morning. All products are Fairtrade and were locally bought.

Virtual 
Christmas 
Prayers 

In December, we had our 
virtual Christmas prayer 
service. We streamed the 
service to each of our 
classrooms to allow all 
the students of our school 
participate in a safe manner. 
Following the prayer service 
we had a fantastic exhibition 
of the musical talents of our 
students. 

Various students played 
various instruments and sang 
songs. The whole event was 
very enjoyable and great 
credit was given to all the 
students who took part. Well 
done all.
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Around the 
classrooms

Lots happening in the remote 
Art Classroom over the last 
few weeks. Have a look at our 
Instagram page @Cerartroom 
to see the latest art works 
from the Coláiste Éamann Rís 
students.

Br. Damien 
Garden

Special thanks to Evan and 
Mark for their kind donation 
of a Bee Bug house for our Br. 
Damian garden. Thanks to 
Molloy’s funeral undertakers for 
you generous donation for the 
Br Damien memorial stone. Chruthaig na daltaí féilire go 

hálainn sa seomra Ealaínn!
Our TYs worked cross curricularly, using the skills developed in 
a photography module in Art and mixing in with local culture 
module in Irish class. 

We are proud to donate 305 euro of our profits to Angela from 
Teach Tom. Many thanks to our sponsors.
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The Coláiste Éamann Rís Parents’ Council AGM 
was held on Wednesday 30th of September. At 
this meeting we welcomed new members but 
also said goodbye to long standing members of 
the Council. Goretti Hennessy who had served as 
Chairperson was thanked for her many years of 
service. A new Parents’ Council was appointed 
at this meeting and Chairperson Karen Higton 
set about organising the Parents’ Council plans 
for the academic year 2020-2021. The Parents’ 
Council assisted in policy making where the 
parents of Coláiste Éamann Rís could express 
their opinions directly to the Deputy Principal. 

The Parents’ Council also communicated with 
the school management to advise them on all 
matters related to Covid-19. While it was a hard 
year to fundraise, the council still managed to 
raise over 4000 euro for the school. We would 
like to thank the parents of all students for 
supporting us this year. If any of you would like to 
join or make contact with the Parents’ Council, 
please email parents@cbscallan.ie

Bank of Ireland Youth 
Banking Competition 
“Money Smart”

Well done to our 5th year students Luke, 
Julian, Joshua & Marco who came 3rd 
and won 3000 Euro in the grand final 
of the bank of Ireland Youth banking 
competition money smart. There was 
over 200 schools in the competition.

Non Uniform 
/Jersey Day

We had a Non-Uniform/Jersey Day as 
a fundraiser in aid of the Friends of St 
Luke’s Organisation. We were delighted 
to raise a total amount of €374.70 for 
such a good cause. Thanks to all staff 
and students for their kind donations.

Well 
 Done!

Parents’ council: Thanks for your support!
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Around the school….

Climate Action

School protest – let’s try and make a difference!

Justice, Peace & 
Advocacy Group

The Coláiste Eamánn Rís, Justice & Peace group 
organised a school collection of toiletries for the 
homeless prior to Christmas. The generosity from 
the whole school community was just fantastic as 
we collected enough to provide 112 individual 
bags of various toiletries for those living on the 
streets or in homeless accommodation. 

Our efforts were doubled when Ms Hickey and 
the 5th year LCVP class fundraised for tracksuits 
which were beautifully wrapped and presented 
alongside the toiletries to Mary Pierce & Linda 
Comerford on behalf of “Kilkenny Helping the 
homeless”. Sincere thanks to all who contributed 
to this worthy collection. M. Griffin.

TY Group  
2021

Congratulations to Transition Year students 
Anton Rohan, Jim Power and Jer Power who as 
a group made it to the semi-final stage of the 
Certified Irish Angus Schools Competition. They 
were highly commended by the judges for all of 
their excellent work.
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Féinfhorbairt group

Féinfhorbairt

Our school ran a successful mentoring 
programme with first year students this year 
as part of the PDST Forbairt programme for 
school leadership.  Students were randomly 
selected and each assigned to a teacher 
who volunteered to act as their ‘One Good 
Adult’ for a six-week period. Students had to 
‘check-in’ with the teacher for a brief chat for 
about their day.

The conversation was teacher led at the 
beginning and developed to becoming 
student led over time. This helped students 
become more confident in school. This helps 
to create a school where equality was visible. 

Well done!

Mental health initiatives

In May, we at Coláiste Eamann Rís showed 
our support for Pieta House. We are very 
proud to have received the Amber Flag. This 
is awarded to schools who prioritise positive 
mental health initiatives & inclusion within their 
community. We have also made a donation 
to Pieta House. Well done to all involved!  
M Griffin

Delighted we finally got to present the Leinster Medals to our 37 man army from last year. Well 
done lads. #ProudofWhoWeAre #Gaa 
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Kilbride win the final
Brother Damien Cup Match Report
Date: 2/12/20
Mangers:  
Mr.Walton(Kilbride) vs Mr.Ryan(Mount Sion)

Kilbride vs Mount Sion

The referee(Jim Power) throws the slitor in at 
14:46 and away we are. Tom power for Mount 
Sion wins the throw in and head straight for goal 
and puts it just wide only seconds into the game. 
Puck out quick by Kilbride’s keeper and it leads 
to a goal at the other end. The game ebbs and 
flows with some fine performances in the first 
half.

Half time: This time Kilbride win the throw in but 
Ian for Mount Sion hits the slitor of a Kilbride hurl 
and it goes out for a sideline. Kilbride take the 
sideline but it’s hit wrong and Mount Sion win 
back the ball and head for goal. A wonderful 
game showing the great potential for hurling in 
the school going forward.

Young Economist of the Year
This is the school’s first year entering this 
competition and we are delighted with Nathan 
Ryan and Brendan Walsh in fourth year who won 
a Bronze medal for their research project on 
inequality in education in third world countries.  
The two boys were meant to be travelling to 
India this year as part of the school’s immersion 
project and were really interested in this topic.

Message from the Editor

It has been a strange year for all - teachers, students and parents. However, it is good to remember how lucky we all are to 
live in such a beautiful part of the world. For our students it is important to stay focussed on your education and getting the 
most from these school years…the best days of your lives.  Thank you to all who contributed and assisted in the production 
of this newsletter. 

School of Enterprise:
This has been a very successful year for 
Coláiste Éamann Rís in the Student Enterprise 
Competition.  Our third year student Mark Srouji 
won the national final of “My Entrepreneurial 
Journey Competition” with his project Mark’s 
Productions (centre pieces for tables) and our 
first years won “Best adaptability in the Covid 19 
era” with their project Parcel Trust ( an outdoor 
storage box for online deliveries).  Each team 
represented Kilkenny in the National Final.

Fund Raising for Cancer 
Society – Well done
5th Year LCVP cycled over 500km altogether 
for the Cancer Society. They raised over €1,100. 
They bought tracksuits for the homeless just 
before Christmas and wrapped these up to be 
given as presents. The 5th year students went to 
Kilkenny and bought the tracksuits themselves in 
Dunnes and Penneys.


