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FOREWORD 

Dear Students and Parents, 

You will shortly have to make decisions regarding your subjects for the Leaving Cer?ficate. In 
order to make a good choice it is essen?al to have correct informa?on.   

When choosing subjects you need to fully understand college matricula?on (specific 
subjects and grades required) and also the content and nature of subjects.  Detailed 
informa?on on college matricula?on requirements and subject content is provided in this 
booklet.  

I strongly recommend that you: 

• Study this booklet 
• Access www.qualifax.ie and www.careersportal.ie 
• Consult subject textbooks and past papers 
• Talk to students who have or who are currently studying the subjects that interest 

you. 
• Discuss subject choice with your teachers and parents/guardians. 
• Choose your subjects to sa?sfy your interests and to keep as many career op?ons 

open as possible. 

Keep the following in mind: 

• Ensure that you have the essen?al subjects for your job/course/career.  Always 
double check www.qualifax.ie for matricula?on and course requirements. 

• Select your remaining subjects to maximise your results. 
• Check college prospectuses. 
• A third language and a science subject will keep most op?ons open. 

 
By gePng as much accurate and up to date informa?on as possible you will make a good 
subject choice decision. 

If you require any further assistance, make an appointment to see me, consult me in careers 
class, or email me on t.butler@cbscallan.ie 

Thomas Butler 

Guidance Counsellor. 

http://www.qualifax.ie
http://www.careersportal.ie
http://www.qualifax.ie


INTRODUCTION 

The following are the core subjects in our school:   Irish, English and Mathema?cs, i.e. all 
students study these subjects. Students will also study Religion, Careers, PE and RSE. 

The remaining subjects should be chosen wisely.  The ‘Choice’ subjects currently available in 
the school are; Art, Agricultural Science, Biology, Business, Chemistry, Construc?on Studies, 
Economics, Engineering, French, Geography, History, Home Economics, Music, and Physics. 

Some of these are a con?nua?on of junior cycle study. The nature of these subjects at senior 
cycle can vary in terms of syllabus and assessment.  Keep the following in mind: 

➢ You will more than likely work harder at subjects you enjoy. 

➢ It is helpful to choose subjects in which you can get good grades. 

➢ You may have some idea of what course/career you may want to pursue 
when you leave school.  However, most 15/16 year olds do not really know 
which career path or which course they wish to follow, so you are advised to 
choose a balanced programme to keep as many op?ons open as possible. 
(See sec?on: ‘Choosing a Career’). 

➢ Seek the assistance of the subject teachers and consult Leaving Cer?ficate 
textbooks. 

➢ It is important to research the requirement and to get advice from lots of 
people, but watch out for prejudices or wrong informa?on. 

➢ You must be aware of the college entry requirement for the career you want. 
(See Applica?on Procedures an College Entry Informa?on) 

➢ Careers and courses are not the only considera?on in subject choice.   Many 
subjects have value in their own right, e.g. History, Music, etc. (See sec?on 
‘Subject Informa?on’). 



CHOOSING A CAREER 

Some people know at an early stage what they would like to be, but many have no definite 
ideas about the kind of work they would like to do. In order to choose a career a young 
person needs informa?on on: entrance requirements, opportuni0es available and 
awareness of their own quali0es, skills and poten0al.  

Good decisions are based on good informa?on. During Transi?on Year students face an 
important decision, the choice of school subjects for the Leaving Cer?ficate. The choice is 
important because, once made, it may affect the course of their college and working lives.  

It is essen?al to know the following Entrance Requirements:  

➢ Minimum entry requirements for colleges (matricula?on requirements)  

➢ Subject requirement for your chosen course/career  

➢ Academic entrance requirements e.g. Points in CAO system (although these may 
change each year)  

Points about Choosing a Career  

In choosing a Career you need to:  

Ask yourself what you would like to do? Then take some ?me to think about this, do the 
research and plan.  

Assess your:  

➢ Skills and Ap9tudes – what are you good at?  

➢ Interests – what you enjoy doing?  



➢ Values - what mo?vates you and would give meaning to your work?  

➢ Personality type – what are your characteris?cs?  

➢ Educa9onal qualifica9ons – what qualifica?ons have you got and what further 
qualifica?ons do you want to achieve?  

Explore the Op9ons – access job descrip?ons, research job sectors and further and higher 
educa?on course details.  This is done in careers class using prospectuses and college 
websites www.qualifax.ie and www.careersportal.ie.  

How to set about Choosing a Career  

A good way to approach career choice is to list on one side your interests and skills: Which 
school subjects are you best at? Do you write well? Are you ar?s?c? Do you get on well with 
other people? Do you work best with a group or do you like to work alone on an exercise or 
a problem? Are you a leader, the kind of person your classmates pick as a team captain etc.? 
Would you like outdoor or indoor, manual or deskwork?  

Against this, list the careers that, at first glance, interest you and the educa9onal 
qualifica9ons and any par?cular personal quali9es required for each of them. By comparing 
your two lists, you should be able to narrow down the choice of occupa?ons that you 
consider would suit you.  

A Careers Inves9ga9on should be completed before final choice of subjects is made. 

APPLICATION PROCEDURES AND ENTRY REQUIREMENTS FOR 3RD LEVEL 
COLLEGES INFORMATION 

http://www.qualifax.ie
http://www.careersportal.ie


Applica?on for most full-?me undergraduate courses (Honours Degree - Level 8, Ordinary 
Degree - Level 7 and Higher Cer?ficate - Level 6) in the Universi?es and Ins?tutes of 
Technology is made through the Central Applica?ons Office (CAO). The CAO provides an 
applica?ons pack with a handbook that lists all the courses on offer and gives informa?on on 
how to apply. The closing date for applica?ons from Irish and other European Union 
na?onals is normally 1st February each year. A student must have the par?cular academic 
entry requirements needed for the course she wants to take.  

In addi?on, there is a wide and varied choice of other courses for which you apply directly to 
the college. These are known as PLC (Post Leaving Cer?ficate) or FE (Further Educa?on) 
courses and usually take one or two years to complete. In general, the entrance requirement 
for these courses is 5 passes in Leaving Cert and a suitability interview. The qualifica?on 
awarded is FETAC and can lead onto further educa?on in I.T.’s (or some universi?es) or into 
direct employment.  

When choosing your Leaving Cert subjects it is vitally important that you are aware of the 
fact that you do need certain subjects in order to apply for par?cular 3rd level college 
courses. For example many universi?es will require that a student has a third language to 
qualify for their courses. Some other courses may require that a student is doing higher level 
maths. It is important that this is considered when choosing subjects. An excellent resource 
is www.qualifax.ie. This provides informa?on on all courses as well as minimum entry 
requirements for those courses. 

http://www.qualifax.ie


SUBJECT INFORMATION 

Art 

The Art course for Leaving Cer?ficate consists of two main parts. The prac9cal side of the 
course is about developing the student's ability in a range of ar?s?c fields and disciplines. 
The syllabus permits a huge number of media, from the fine arts such as sculpture, drawing 
and pain?ng, to puppet-making, embroidery, calligraphy, metalwork, and pohery. 

Students are expected to spend the dura?on of the course prac?cing and developing their 
skills in several of these areas. Unlike the Junior Cert, the prac?cal examina?on takes place 
over the course of a week in supervised sessions of up to five hours, during which students 
are to complete a project (such as a sketch or drawing) and submit it for evalua?on. 

The art course also features a wrihen examina?on on History and Apprecia9on of Art, 
which counts for 37.5% of the marks. The exam is divided into three sec?ons, one on Irish 
art, one on European art, and a final sec?on on ar?s?c apprecia?on. The course content is 
extremely broad, and covers everything from prehistoric art to the modern day, but students 
are free to focus their studies on a few narrow areas of interest such as renaissance or Cel?c 
art. Diagrams and illustra?ve sketches are encouraged in the exam. 
Note that the Leaving Cert Art course has nothing to do with the porkolio submissions 
which art and design colleges olen require. The course does not aim to build a porkolio, 
and all marks are given for work done on the day. However, it is common to take Art while 
preparing a porkolio, and much of the prac?ce work done in class can be included. 
What kind of student might Art suit? 
• Students who have shown an ap?tude for art, such as by gePng high grades in Junior 

Cert Art. 
• Anyone considering a career in a crea?ve discipline such as Architecture, Marke?ng, Film 

and Entertainment, Web Design, Fashion, Game Design, or Adver?sing. 

Career Possibili9es 

Art is useful for careers in anima?on, art teaching, computer design, fashion design, interior 
design, photography and art therapy. 

Third Level Entry Requirements 
For most level art and design courses, a porkolio is required as well as the Leaving Cert. 
Note: Each college has its own date for submission of a por`olio and you will not be 
no?fied by the college or the CAO, you will need to research the deadline yourself. Porkolios 
take a lot of ?me to complete and so some students take night classes, summer courses to 
complete them. There are also a number of porkolio prepara?on courses offered through 
PLC colleges. 

This subject is a requirement for entry into a number of third level courses.  

Agricultural Science 

Agricultural science is the study of the science and technology underlying the principles and 
prac?ces of agriculture. It aims to develop knowledge, skills and aPtudes concerning the 



factors that affect the long-term well-being of agricultural resources, and places emphasis 
on the managed use of these resources. It is steadily growing in popularity every year. It is 
recognised as a laboratory science subject for almost all 3rd level courses including nursing. 

It can be a good study to subject with Biology and/or Geography due to the overlap in 
course content. Some experience of farming would be desirable.  

The Programme covers the following topics: 
• the rearing of animals 
• the growing of crops 
• soil types 
• gene?cs 
• ecology 
• animal and plant science 

Careers Possibili9es 

Careers in this area include: Green keeping, Hor?culture, Food Science, Agricultural Advisers, 
Sports Turf Management, Environmental Science, Forestry, Farming, Marine Science, Careers 
in Renewable Energy and Teaching. 

Third Level Entry Requirements  
This subject is not an essen?al requirement for any courses in the CAO system. 
Subject Content 
The course consists of the study of a variety of aspects of agriculture under the following 
headings: 
• Soils 
• The general structure and func?on of plants 
• Farm crops - cereal and roots 
• Farm crops - grassland 
• Trees and shelter 
• Structure and func?on of the animal body 
• The cow, the sheep, horse, and pig 
• Farm buildings (for school assessment only) 
• Farm-house environment (for school assessment only) 

Exam Structure 
The examina?on in Agricultural Science consist of (a) a terminal examina?on paper and (b) 
an assessment of the work of the candidate during the course under the headings: 
iden?fica?on of plant and animal types associated with agriculture; prac?cal experience 
with crops, livestock, house and farmyard layouts; inves?ga?ons carried out related to 
ecology, soil science, animal physiology, plant physiology, gene?cs and microbiology. 

Business 



This is a prac?cal and voca?onally-oriented course that introduces students to the world of 
Business in a straighkorward and logical way. It aims to create an awareness of the 
importance of Business ac?vity and to develop a posi?ve and ethical aPtude towards it. The 
importance of people in Business is highlighted. 

The course sets out to illustrate the process of sePng up a business and developing a new 
product or service. It emphasises the importance of good management and deals with skills 
and ac?vi?es necessary for good management prac?ce. It also deals with the impact of 
technology, foreign trade, global firms and compe??on and with business structures and the 
na?onal economy. 

Business requires students to stay alert and aware of the current related business media 
(newspapers, TV, radio). The course is theory based and therefore requires a lot of learning. 

Career Possibili9es 

Business is useful for careers in areas such as Banking, Administra?on, Insurance, 
Management and Marke?ng. 

Third Level Entry Requirements  

This subject is not a requirement for business courses nor is it an essen?al requirement for 
any courses in the CAO system. 

However, this subject is of benefit to anyone who studies it for the Leaving Cert. whether or 
not a career in business is what they desire.  

Subject Content 
• This subject is concerned with understanding the environment in which business 

operates in Ireland and in the wider world.  It also involves equipping the students with a 
posi?ve view of enterprise and its applica?ons in the business environment, in both the 
public and private sectors.  

• There are 7 core units covering the following topics: Introduc?on to people in business; 
Enterprise; Managing 1 & 2; Business in ac?on; Domes?c Environment and Interna?onal 
Environment.  

• There is a common syllabus covering Higher and Ordinary level, which will fulfil the aims 
and objec?ves of the course.  

• A flexibility of design that caters for present day Irish business educa?on and yet is 
capable of adapta?on to future developments in a structured and efficient way.  

• It assists students to develop their educa?on for adult and working life including the 
crea?on of posi?ve aPtudes towards self-employment.  

• From ?me to ?me there may be field trips or guest speakers where the course allows.  
These are not a compulsory part of the course and are organized at the teachers’ 
discre?on.  

 Comments 
• The subject is suited to students who are willing to work hard and caters for all abili?es.  



• It is not necessary for students to have studied Junior Cer?ficate Business Studies, but 
this would be a help. 

• The course content is factual and requires a lot of learning, containing only a few 
mathema?cal elements. 

• Ideally, students would have an interest in business and current affairs and would have 
an up to date knowledge of economic environment. 

• An organized and consistent aPtude to homework and study would be essen?al in this 
subject. 

 Chemistry 
The Leaving Cert. course follows directly from Junior Cert Science, and deals with more 
topics in a lot more depth. The course includes mandatory prac?cal experiments which must 
be completed in the lab, as well as a wrihen paper including ques?ons on the experiments 
and examining the theory and applica?ons of chemistry.  

Why do Chemistry? 

Chemistry exists everywhere not just in laboratories but in every living thing on land and sea 
and in our bodies. It is olen described as 'the central science' containing a lot of formulas. 
So, if you enjoyed Junior Cert Science and you have done well in this and Maths you should 
be a good candidate for Leaving Cert Chemistry. Chemistry is an essen?al element in the 
study of careers including: Medicine, Den?stry, Veterinary Science, Physiotherapy, Nursing, 
Pharmacy and Medical Laboratory Technology. The following video will give you a good 
overview of what the study of chemistry for Leaving Cert is all about and how it might ?e in 
with your future career. 

What kind of student might Chemistry suit? 
• Students considering a career in any scien?fic discipline, such as chemistry, biology, 

environmental science, medicine, pharmacology, or material science. 
• Students who were successful in Junior Cert. Science, par?cularly in the chemistry 

sec?on. 

Career Possibili9es 

Chemistry is considered most useful for careers in Pharmacy, Ag Science, Medicine, 
Engineering, General Sciences and Biotechnology.  

Third Level Entry Requirements 
This subject is a requirement for entry into a number of third level courses and a higher level 
grade is now needed for some scien?fic degrees. Examples include: Den?stry and Medicine 
and Pharmacy in UCC, Pharmacy TCD, Human Nutri?on and Diete?cs in DIT. 

Construc9on Studies 

Construc?on Studies introduces students to the knowledge and skills associated with 
construc?on technology and construc?on materials and prac?ces. 



This is achieved through both theore?cal study and integrated prac?cal projects which 
provide a basis for the thorough explora?on of materials and processes. 

Third Level Entry Requirements  
This subject is not an essen?al requirement for any courses in the CAO system. 
Subject Content 
The course is essen?ally about the study of buildings and the built environment. The 
theore?cal part of the course examines all parts of building from the planning stages to the 
completed building. The course is studied under the following main headings. 

• Planning and Design 
• Drawings and Documents 
• Site Preliminaries and Founda?ons 
• Walls, Par??ons 
• Floors, Roofs 
• Fireplaces 
• Windows and Doors 
• Stairs 
• Plastering and Pain?ng 
• Plumbing and Hea?ng 
• Services 
• Drainage 
• Exam Structure 

The examina?on at higher and ordinary levels has three separate components.  
Sec9on A   Three hour wrihen paper worth 300 marks. The exam consists of 10 ques?ons 
out of which five have to be ahempted. Ques?on 1 is a compulsory drawing ques?on of a 
building detail. 
Sec9on B   4 hour prac?cal woodwork exam where the student makes a small item out of 
?mber under exam condi?ons. The exam normally takes place in May. This accounts for 150 
marks. 
Sec9on C   Building Project where the student makes a building detail, a scale model of a 
building or a cral piece. The student also produces a porkolio to accompany the project 
that they make. Ideally this project must be completed by Christmas. This accounts for 150 
marks. 
Comment 
• It is recommended that a student taking Leaving Cer?ficate Construc?on Studies has a 

general interest in buildings and the built environment. 
• Each student should have an ap?tude and interest for design and prac?cal work. 
• Woodwork and/or Technical Graphics would be desirable subjects to have taken at Junior 

Cer?ficate though not compulsory. 

Economics 

Economics is regarded as the most prac?cal business subject and is the study of how people 
manage limited resources such as money to meet their goals. By understanding the reasons 
why people spend their money in certain ways, economists can try to introduce incen?ves to 



their change their behaviours. As a discipline, Economics is divided into two broad 
categories: 

Microeconomics considers how individual people decide what goods they are willing to buy 
or not buy based on maximising their personal 'u?lity' (gePng as much benefit as possible 
from their money), and how firms and businesses will try to take advantage of consumers' 
habits to maximise profit. It also examines how mul?ple businesses in a market will price 
their goods based on their compe?tors and their various costs. 

Macroeconomics then considers how governments handle the economy as a whole, and 
how they select policies which meet their goals, such as stable economic growth (avoiding 
recessions), minimising the na?onal debt, and encouraging employment. How the 
government handles issues such as fiscal policy (how much money flows in the economy), 
interna?onal trade, and banking all have implica?ons for economics stability and growth. 

 What kind of student might Economics suit?  
• Anyone considering a future career in any area of business, journalism or finance. 
• Students who enjoyed Junior Cert Business. 
• Students who take an interest in poli?cs, current affairs, or psychology. 

Career Possibili9es 

All Business courses require an Economics content so having this subject is an advantage and 
is useful for careers in Banking, Insurance, Finance and Marke?ng.  

Third Level Entry Requirements  
This subject is not an essen?al requirement for any courses in the CAO system. 

 Subject content 
• The subject is concerned with understanding the workings of a modern economy from 

both Macro and Micro level. The main topics covered are: 
Demand, Supply, Consumer, Cost of Produc?on, Elas?city, Market Structures, Perfect 
Compe??on, Monopoly, Price Discrimina?on, Imperfect Compe??on and Oligopoly and 
Factors of Produc?on – Land, Labour, Capital and Enterprise. Macro consists of Money & 
Banking, Na?onal Income, Government & Economy, Interna?onal Trade, Economic 
Growth & Development and History of Economic Thought. 

• There are no projects, prac?cal aspects, field trips, etc. Teacher may include project work 
but it is not a requirement of the syllabus. 

• There is a common syllabus covering Higher and Ordinary level, which will fulfil the aims 
and objec?ves. 

It helps students to develop a clear understanding of the role of economics, to encourage 
the development of appropriate learning skills, and to generate in students a posi?ve and 
ethical aPtude to economics in personal, business and public life. 
Comment 
This subject is suited to students who are willing to work hard and caters for all abili?es. 
It is not necessary for students to have studied Junior Cer?ficate Business Studies, but this 
would be a help. 
Ideally, students should have a general interest in how the economy works. 



French 

French as a Leaving Cert subject aims to bring students closer to fluency in the French 
language, as well as developing a good knowledge of literature, culture, geography, and 
na?onal history to provide a context for communica?on. It builds on the knowledge 
acquired for the Junior Cer?ficate.  

 
What kind of student might French suit? 
• Anyone with an interest in French culture, history, and language. 
• Students who are considering working in France, Canada, or interna?onal rela?ons in the 

future. 
• Students who can already speak French. 

Career Possibili9es 
Specific careers in which French would be of benefit include teaching, transla?on, 
interpre?ng, journalism and media. 
Third Level Entry Requirements 

This subject is a requirement for entry into a number of third level courses. All four NUI 
colleges (UCC, UCD, NUI Maynooth and NUI Galway) require a third language for entry to 
most courses with the excep?on of most science, engineering and nursing courses.  Always 
double check updates on www.qualifax.ie. 

Subject Content 

Course content for Higher and Ordinary levels is similar. However, oral and wrihen skills are 
par?cularly important at higher level. A grade 'C' at higher level in the Junior Cer?ficate is 
usually minimum requirement for higher level French at Leaving Cer?ficate. 

Modern languages require students to be proficient in the following skills 
• Oral/speaking (25%/20% of exam). The exam will include an interview with an 

Examiner appointed by the SEC 
• Wrihen 
• Aural/listening (20%/25% of exam) 
• Reading 

Comment 

Students who have shown an ap?tude in French at Junior Cer?ficate Level are encouraged to 
con?nue with it in Leaving Cert. 

Geography 

Geography is the study of people, their environment, and the interac?on between the two. 
The course follows from Junior Cert Geography, and covers very similar topics (such as rocks, 
soils, oceans, popula?on movements, map-reading, and economic ac?vi?es) in a lot more 
detail. There are a large number of op?onal sec?ons on the course, allowing students to 
focus on the sec?ons of the course which they like. 



What kind of student might Geography suit? 
• Students considering further study in areas such as geography, economics, 

environmental science, or poli?cs. 
• Students who achieved solid results for Junior Cert Geography can expect much of the 

same for the Leaving Cert course.  

Career Possibili9es 

Geography is a useful subject for careers in town planning, surveying, environmental 
assessment and weather forecas?ng.  

  
Third Level Entry Requirements: 

This subject is not an essen?al requirement for any courses in the CAO system. However, it is 
worth no?ng that TCD accepts geography as a science subject for entry into both science 
and pharmacy faculty.  

 
Exam Structure: 
Leaving Cer?ficate Geography is assessed at Ordinary and Higher level in ascending order of 
difficulty. There are two assessment components: 

1. Wrihen Examina?on (80%) 

2. Geographical Inves?ga?on Report (20%) 

History 

What is History? 

History aims to record and analyse things which have happened in the past, with an 
emphasis on both how and why events occurred. It deals with human experience and it is 
olen studied out of personal interest, but also develops important skills such as self-
discipline and cri?cal thinking which are of life-long importance. 

It is crucial when studying history to pay ahen?on to the evidence presented, and to keep in 
mind factors such as bias and propaganda. Students are encouraged to consider the validity 
of different interpreta?ons of evidence to develop a more balanced and grounded 
judgement.  

The course is quite large and requires constant ahen?on throughout the year. Research skills 
such as drawing on a wide variety of sources of evidence (such as maps, public records, 
poli?cal cartoons, and memoirs) are developed throughout the course. When wri?ng, 
students are taught to produce focused, logical, and supported arguments. 

Note that Leaving Cert History course is completely different from the Junior Cert course!  
What kind of student might History suit? 
• Students who enjoy and appreciate history, and would like to improve their knowledge. 
• Students who are willing to commit a lot of ?me; History is a demanding subject. 
• Students who have strong English language skills, and are able to write.  



• Students aiming to improve their self-discipline and research skills.  

Career Possibili9es 

History develops an ability to think independently and employers tend to look for people 
who are open-minded, independent people. History is excellent for careers in journalism, 
the Arts, tourism, government and teaching. 

Third Level Entry Requirements  
This subject is not an essen?al requirement for any courses in the CAO system. 
Subject Content: 
The Leaving Cert History course was recently revised and is divided into two dis?nct fields of 
study; Early Modern (1492-1915) and Late Modern (1815-1993). Each field is further divided 
into six Irish topics and six European topics. 

Students are encouraged to develop research skills and an apprecia?on for the society in 
which they live. It can bring students in touch with human experiences that are very 
different from their own and present an opportunity to improve their cri?cal thinking. 

Assessment consists of two components: A wrihen examina?on paper (80%) and a Research 
Study Report (20%). 



Music 

The Leaving Cer?ficate Music syllabus provides con?nuity and progression from Junior 
Cer?ficate Music. The general aims and overall shape of both is broadly similar. In providing 
the musical knowledge, understanding, prac?cal competencies and aPtudes appropriate to 
their age, abili?es and interests, the syllabus caters for the varying needs of all students 
including those who wish to pursue further studies in music. 

Music is in its own right, a way of “knowing” and a form of knowledge and it also 
encourages the cogni?ve processes used in other subject areas. It is an immensely useful 
subject. The syllabus con?nues to emphasise the integra?on of the three ac?vity areas 
introduced at Junior Cer?ficate level i.e. performing, listening and composing. 

The syllabus structure has been adopted to provide a fully balanced musical experience 
central to which is the development of musicality. Studying music at Leaving Cert. provides a 
vital basis for further educa?on in the area. 

Career Possibili9es  

Music is useful for media work or studies, primary teaching, sound engineering, public 
rela?ons, library work, communica?ons, produc?on, performance and music at third level. 

Note: Students are required to be able to read music to study this subject. Lihle knowledge 
of music theory or history is not a problem but a working knowledge of a musical instrument 
(piano, guitar, voice etc.) is essen?al.  
Third Level Entry Requirements  

For most music courses, your Leaving Cert results are not the only factor considered for 
entry. Different colleges have different requirements.  For example: to study Music in UCD an 
entrance test is given to all candidates and in NUIM applicants must sit an entrance exam, an 
interview and an audi?on.  

Make sure to research thoroughly the requirements of your preferred course.  

However, this subject is not an essen?al requirement for any courses in the CAO system. 

Subject Content 
The course consists of three main components: 
(1) Composing 
(2) Listening 
(3) Performance 

at Ordinary level, students will choose one of the three ac?vi?es to represent 50 per cent, 
e.g. 
Performing 50% Composing 25% Listening 25% 
or... 
Performing 25% Composing 50% Listening 25% 
or... 
Performing 25% Composing 25% Listening 50% 
at Higher level, students will undertake addi?onal studies (a Higher level elec?ve in one of 
the three ac?vi?es, e.g.: 

Performing 25% Composing 25% Listening 25% + One Higher level elec?ve 25%. 



This will allow Ordinary level and Higher level students to gain up to 50 per cent of the total 
marks in the musical ac?vity that best suits their talent. 
Comment 
 
Students need not have studied music at Junior Level; however, they should have ahained a 
competency in their prac?cal musical ability. 
Because of the prac?cal nature of this subject, students and/or parents should discuss this 
with the senior level music teacher before choosing it as a Leaving Cer?ficate subject. 

Physics 

The Leaving Cert physics course follows directly from Junior Cert Science, and covers more 
topics in greater depth. Physics is olen referred to as the maths side of science even though 
only a small propor?on of the course is based on this. 

Physics aims to enhance students’ ability to think logically, observe and understand scien?fic 
method. The course is heavily based around experiments - students are required to 
complete and write reports of prac?cal experiments throughout the two years, and be fully 
aware of how to accurately record and analyse results, and how to minimise and 
accommodate for experimental errors.  

These laboratory experiments, along with many more non-compulsory experiments are 
examined in detail on a sec?on of the wrihen paper.  

The Physics course also involves a lot of theory which is tested on the wrihen examina?on. 
Students are expected to be able to use various formulae with respect to SI units and 
significant figures, and have a good understanding of the role of physics in modern society 
and technology. 



What type of student might Physics suit?  
• Students considering a career in any mathema?cal or scien?fic discipline, such as 

finance, sta?s?cs, engineering, physics, astronomy or computer science. 
• Students who were successful in their Junior Cert science examina?on, par?cularly in the 

Physics sec?on of the course. It would be beneficial to have received an honour in maths 
at Junior Cer?ficate although this is not essen?al. 

Careers Possibili9es 

Students who are interested in the following careers would be advised to study Physics: 
Electrician, Op?cian, Doctor, Den?st, Engineer, Computer Technician and Programmer. 

Third Level Entry Requirements 
Physics is a requirement for entry into a number of third level courses. Some examples 
include: Theore?cal Physics in UCD and TCD.  
 
Physics and Careers 

Physics contributes to a student’s future career in many ways. It helps, in conjunc?on with 
the other Leaving Cer?ficate subjects, to provide a broad, balanced educa?on for any 
student. Physics teaches students to think logically and enables them to express their 
thoughts in a concise manner. The skills and knowledge developed through their study of 
physics can be useful in a wide variety of situa?ons. 

Physics is a useful subject for many courses and careers and a good founda?on for a broad 
range of scien?fic and technical careers. Many careers benefit from the logical and 
numeracy skills developed by the study of physics. Many technical courses involve 
components of physics. 

Students may move into employment or into further study following their two years of 
physics at secondary school level. They may choose a Post Leaving Cer?ficate course (PLC) or 
move on into third level.  

Physics and physics-related courses may be taken at both cer?ficate and degree level in 
third-level ins?tu?ons.  



Home Economics 
The Home Economics syllabus (social and scien?fic) provides students with knowledge, 
understanding, skills and aPtudes necessary for managing their own lives, for further and 
higher educa?on and work. The learning experiences in home economics develop flexibility 
and adaptability in students, prepare them for a consumer-oriented society and provide a 
learning founda?on for a wide range of careers in food, tex?les, science, design, social 
studies and tourism. 

The subject is an applied subject combining theory with prac?ce. It is concerned with the 
management of resources (material and human) to meet the physical, emo?onal, 
intellectual, social and economic needs of individuals and families. The study of home 
economics emphasises the interdependent rela?onships that exist between individuals, 
families and their immediate and distant environments. 

What type of student might Home Economics suit? 

Students should study this subject if they are interested in the following areas: 
• Be able to research, study, analyse and interpret material 
• Be able and willing to learn Nutri?on and Culinary skills 
• Be able to communicate well 
• Be organised 
• Be able to discuss topics and work in teams 

Course breakdown: 

Wrihen Exam – 80% 

Prac?cal Exam 20% 

Career Possibili9es 

Students who are interested in the following careers would be advised to study Home 
Economics: Baking and Confec?onery, Beau?cian, Catering, Chef, Child Care, Consumer 
Adviser. 

Engineering 
Leaving Cer?ficate Engineering is the study of mechanical engineering. Students develop 
skills and ini?a?ve in the planning, development and realisa?on of technological projects in 
a safe manner. There are two main areas of study: workshop processes, and materials and 
technology. 



Why Study Engineering 

This prac?cal subject gives students hands-on experience of working with tools and 
machinery. Students also undertake theore?cal and background work for their final 
examina?ons which provides useful skills for those considering a career in the sector.  

What kind of Student would Engineering suit 

Each student should have an ap?tude for and an interest in design and prac?cal work. This 
subject follows on from Junior Cert metalwork. 

The Syllabus 

The syllabus for Leaving Cert Engineering has two sec?ons: 

1.     Workshop Processes. This is all the prac?cal processes which may be applied in the 
school workshop integral with the related theory. This sec?on will carry 300 marks in the 
examina?on at both levels. Ordinary and Higher: There is 150 marks for a prac?cal 
examina?on and 150 marks for workshop/laboratory work and projects.  

2.    Materials and Technology. This sec?on represents the wider knowledge and technology 
as a whole. In the wrihen examina?ons this sec?on carries 200 marks at Ordinary level and 
300 marks at Higher level Leaving Cert Engineering. 

The Exam 

There are 3 Parts to the Leaving Cert Engineering Exam. 

1.    A Technology Project Based on a brief sent to schools during 6th year. This is worth 25 % 
of the overall marks for Higher Level Engineering and 20% at Ordinary Level 

2.    A Prac?cal Skills Exam which takes place for 6 hours, in schools in May. This is worth 25% 
for Higher Level and 30% for Ordinary Level Engineering Students 

3.    A Wrihen Exam, las?ng 3 hours at Higher Level and 2.5 Hours at Ordinary Level, makes 
up the remainder of marks. 

Career Possibili9es  

Students that study Engineering may go on to have careers in the following areas: Electronic 
and Mechanical Engineering, Architecture, Aircral Technician, Army/Air Corps, and 
Industrial Design 

LCVP 
The Leaving Cer?ficate Voca?onal Programme (LCVP) is an interven?on designed to enhance 
the voca?onal dimension of the Leaving Cer?ficate (established). The programme was 
introduced in 1994 in response to the challenge placed on Ireland’s educa?on system by a 
changing work and business environment. The LCVP combines the academic strengths of the 
Leaving Cer?ficate (established) with a new and dynamic focus on self–directed learning, 
innova?on and enterprise. This two-year programme is part of an expanded provision that 
aims to cater for the diversity of par?cipants’ needs at senior cycle. 



  

The primary goal of the LCVP is to prepare young people for adult life by ensuring that they 
are educated in the broadest sense, with an ability to cope and thrive in an environment of 
rapid change. Par?cipants in the programme are encouraged to develop skills and 
competencies fundamental to both academic and voca?onal success. 

Throughout the programme students are encouraged to: 

- Be innova?ve and enterprising 
- Take responsibility for their own learning 
- Adapt to changing circumstances 
- Evaluate data and devise solu?ons to problems 
- Communicate their thoughts and ideas effec?vely 
- Work with others as part of a team 
- Inves?gate and plan career op?ons 
- Use informa?on and communica?ons technologies 
- Inves?gate local businesses and community enterprises 
- Learn from their experiences 

These skills and quali?es are equally relevant to the needs of those preparing for further 
educa?on, seeking employment or planning to start their own business. 

The strong voca?onal focus of the LCVP is achieved by arranging Leaving Cer?ficate subjects 
into Voca?onal Subject Groupings (VSGs) and through the provision of addi?onal courses of 
study in work prepara?on and enterprise known as the Link Modules. 

How to qualify for LCVP 

1. The student must take at least five Leaving Cer?ficate subjects, one of which must be 
Irish plus the Link Modules 

2. Two of the five subjects must be selected from one of the designated Voca?onal 
Subject Groupings. 

3. The student must study a recognised course in a Modern European Language other 
than Irish or English: 



Modern European Language Requirement 

Students can fulfil this requirement in one of two ways.  

1. Choose French as one of their Leaving Cert subject choices. 
2. Do Conversa?onal French in 5th and 6th Year. This is a class that students take in 5th 

and 6th Year but aren’t assessed in as part of the Leaving Cert. This is a subject 
offered by the school in order to fulfil LCVP requirements.   

Voca9onal Subject Groupings 

1. Construc?on Studies; Engineering; Design and Communica?on Graphics; Technology 
- Any Two  

2. Physics and Construc?on Studies or Engineering or Technology or Design & 
Communica?on Graphics 

3. Agricultural Science and Construc?on Studies or Engineering or Technology or Design 
& Communica?on Graphics 

4. Agricultural Science and Chemistry or Physics or Physics/Chemistry  
5. Home Economics; Agricultural Science; Biology - Any Two 
6. Home Economics and Art - Design Op?on or Cral Op?on 
7. Accoun?ng; Business; Economics - Any two   
8. Physics and Chemistry 
9. Biology and Chemistry or Physics or Physics/Chemistry 
10. Biology and Agricultural Science 
11. Art - Design Op?on or Cral Op?on and Design & Communica?on Graphics 
12. Engineering or Technology or Construc?on Studies or Design & Communica?on 

Graphics and Accoun?ng or Business or Economics 
13. Home Economics and Accoun?ng or Business or Economics 
14. Agricultural Science and Accoun?ng or Business or Economics 
15. Art Design or Cralwork Op?on and Accoun?ng or Business or Economics 
16. Music and Accoun?ng or Business or Economics 


